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Mr. Chairman, 

Distinguished delegates, 

 

1. I have the honour to introduce the Secretary-General’s overview report on the financing of 

the United Nations peacekeeping operations which contains the budget performance for 2014/15 

and the budget for 2016/17. I would also like to introduce the Secretary-General’s note on the 

proposed budgetary levels for peacekeeping operations, as well as the budget for the Regional 

Service Centre at Entebbe for 2016/17. 

 

2. The present report has been streamlined in content and format, in accordance with the 

recommendation of the Advisory Committee and endorsed by the Assembly. It focuses upon new 

developments and policy changes and management challenges facing the different peacekeeping 

operations. It also responds to the decision of the Assembly to consider the report of the 

Secretary-General on the recommendations of High-level Independent Panel on Peace 

Operations. 
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2014/15 Budget Performance 

3. $8.3 billion were invested in peacekeeping operations in 2014/15, with an overall budget 

implementation rate of 96.7 per cent.  The unencumbered balance of $279 million reflects under-

expenditure inter alia for: (a) lower aviation requirements and lower cost of fuel in UNAMID;  

(b) delayed deployment of military and formed police personnel in UNMISS;  (c) the downsizing 

of UNOCI; and  (d) the closure of camps and offices in MINUSTAH (Annex III).  

 

4. Some key developments in peacekeeping missions during that period include: the 

deployment and strengthening of MINUSCA;  the continued establishment of the mission in 

Mali (MINUSMA) and its expansion in the north;  the reconfiguration and protection of civilians 

in MONUSCO;  the focus on the protection of civilians by the mission in South Sudan 

(UNMISS); streamlining of the mission in Darfur (UNAMID); the support to inter-community 

dialogue in UNISFA and presidential elections in Cote d’Ivoire (UNOCI) and Haiti 

(MINUSTAH); and the containment and aversion of regionalization of the crisis in Syria by 

(UNDOF and UNIFIL).   

 

2016/17 Budget Proposals 

5. For 2016/17, $8.25 billion are being proposed for peacekeeping, including the Regional 

Service Centre at Entebbe, the Global Service Centre and the support account. This represents a 

decrease of $22.3 million or 0.3 per cent compared to 2015/16.  

 

6. It reflects significant reductions in operational costs and civilian personnel costs in line with 

the reconfiguration and streamlining of operations, as well as downsizing and expected transition 

of missions. I would like to highlight the most notable examples, which include UNAMID and 

MONUSCO, due to the expected transition; and MINUSTAH, UNMIL and UNOCI due to the 

downsizing. The decline in global fuel prices also resulted in lower requests for operational 

costs. 

 

7. These reductions are offset by additional resources for military and police personnel in 

number of missions, including MINUSCA, MINUSMA, UNAMID, UNISFA, UNSOS and 

UNMISS. 

 

8. The Committee will recall that the General Assembly in its resolution 67/261, introduced 

deductions to the reimbursement of troop costs for absent or non-functional major equipment. 
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$163.7 million have so far been deducted for the four quarters of 2014/15 and the first three 

quarters of 2015/16. The deductions were designed to incentivize corrective measures in the 

serviceability of equipment provided by troop and police contributing countries. Given that a 

number of missions are expanding or downsizing, and others will reach full deployment during 

the period, projection of future deductions would be less certain, and therefore the current budget 

proposals do not include provisions for such deductions. 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

 

9. I would now like to turn to the report on the budget of the Regional Service Centre in 

Entebbe, Uganda for 2016/17. Pursuant to General Assembly resolution 69/307, the Secretary-

General submits the first stand-alone budget proposal for the Centre, to be charged against the 

missions that the Centre supports. 

 

10. The proposed budget amounts to $42.0 million, an increase of 18.1 per cent compared to 

2015/16. The Centre will service 14 missions, and includes MINUSMA, with 35 posts and 

positions formerly located in UNOCI. It is also proposed to establish a Director position at the 

D-2 level, while retaining a Deputy Director at the D-1 level, as the Centre matures into its role. 

Further, the mandated nationalization programme, which started in 2014/15, will be completed 

by the end of 2016/17 reaching a total of 68 Field Service nationalized over the two-year period 

ending on 30 June 2017.  

 

Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Delegates, I look forward to the discussions on these items.  

 


